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T'S a fantastic sight — a
newborn moving through
the water as if to the
‘manner born — which of
ourse they are.
aving so recently emerged from a
filled world, new babies come
pletewith an afﬂ.ulty with water

When should
your child learn
to swim? How

youngest ever pupil was just five
old. He said: “For a tiny baby

ting
e eﬂ'ecis far beyond the fun of

1¢e classes. Babies are generally
onfident and unafraid in water.”

ut,saysPaxﬂ.parenlx do not have to
ﬂa.ltuntllthen
e said: “Thousands of babies across:
wurldhavebeeniakensmmmmg
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about at five days

old? Jayne

Dawson reports

and usually get very excited at what
they know is about to happen.”

~ At the end of the first lesson each baby

swims under water for a few seconds.

Paul said: “During one of the classes we

a]so get a photographer to come along
take pictures of the babies

swimmmg underwater.”

The principles of ]Jaby swimming were

daughter in a warm water tank after
she was born two and a half months.
prematurely;

He and Jess, alsoateacher decided to
givewﬂm.rjohsaﬁerlmaniwasbpm

email info@waterbabies.co.uk

‘master scuba diving instructor, taught
diving.

Jess said: “We did go swimmingan
awful lot. hnaniwmndclmgtomyback
and occasionally we would swim to- the
mouth ofthebaytugreetPaul’s dive
boat when it came in."

Evenm;ajly their vﬂlage was destroyed

really impressed
with the effect it had on the babies so [
began to think about teaching it
‘myself.”
Paul worked as a teacher for a London
company before ﬂ:e family moved to
Yorkshire.
Jess said: “We just decided we wanted
to live in this area. We saw l]kleyami
thought it looked just right for us.”

Jayne.dawson@ypn.co.uk

~TUESDAY 4 JUNE 2002 325




